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ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISISON
SITE PLAN
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: SPC-2017-0051C COMMISSION DATE: December 5, 2017
PROJECT NAME: Onion Creek Metro Park
ADDRESS: 8652 Nuckols Crossing Road
APPLICANT: COA — Parks and Recreation Dept. (Charles Mabry)
COA - Public Works Dept. (Robin Camp)
919 W. 28 Y Street
Austin, TX 78705
AGENT: MWM Design Group (Shari Pape)
305 Huntland Drive Suite 200
Austin, TX 78752

CASE MANAGER: Nikki Hoelter (512) 974-2863
Nikki.hoelter@austintexas.gov

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT: Delia Garza - 2
AREA: 555 acres

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT:

The applicant is requesting a conditional use permit site plan for the development of a metropolitan park
in the southeast portion of the City of Austin. The improvements proposed include a decomposed granite
trail, parking, sidewalks, two 600 square foot pavilions, open play field, trail head kiosk, drainage and
water quality improvements, utilities and other associated improvements related to park construction. The
gross site area is 555 acres, the project will be phased and only 30 acres will be developed at the present
time.

Planning Commission approval is required because the site is zoned P, public and over one acre, LDC
Section 25-2-625(D)(2), which states, “for a site of one acre or more, the site development regulations are
established by the approval of a conditional use site plan.”

EXISTING ZONING: P, Public

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval of the conditional use permit because the P, public zoning districts allows
civic land uses, as this use is a parks and recreation service (general) land use, which would fall under the
category of civic land uses. The approval of the conditional use permit will establish the site development
regulations for the park.

The park is currently wooded and undeveloped green space that’s part of the Onion Creek Metropolitan
Park master plan. A portion of the site is within the flood plain, but is not within the limits of
construction. The park will be a phased project, beginning with the 30 acres of limits of construction
shown with this plan. The project will establish park entrances, trail head entrances and interior trails, and
pedestrian connections to Nuckols Crossing Road which is adjacent to the Goodnight Ranch PUD mixed
use development, an elementary school and a single family neighborhood. According to the master plan,
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phase 1 will be considered community event space. The park intends to serve the surrounding southeast
Austin area and eventually be a destination park.

The master plan was approved by the Parks and Recreation Board on April 28, 2015, and subsequently
approved by City Council.

The park and its connection to the neighborhood are in line with the City Council’s adoption of the
Complete Streets policy. The proposed park plans to connect travel networks, by way of sidewalk, and
interior decomposed granite pathway. This will allow a connection for biking and walking and facilitates
safe and convenient travel routes. The park will be owned and maintained by the City of Austin.

PROJECT INFORMATION
SITE AREA 1,306,800 square feet | 30 acres LOC (555 acres)
EXISTING ZONING P, Public
WATERSHED Onion Creek (Suburban)

WATERSHED ORDINANCE Comprehensive Watershed Ordinance

TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS | Not required because it’s a COA project

CAPITOL VIEW CORRIDOR N/A

PROPOSED ACCESS Nuckols Crossing Road
Allowed/Required | Existing | Proposed
FLOOR-AREA RATIO N/A 0 0
BUILDING COVERAGE N/A 0 1280 sq. ft.
IMPERVIOUS COVERAGE 45% 12,704% | .006%
PARKING N/A 0 64
5 bicycle spaces

*The parking is based on a special parking determination as permitted by the LDC.

EXISTING ZONING AND LAND USES

ZONING LAND USES
Site P, Public Undeveloped
North | P, Public Undeveloped park
South PUD Vacant and Blazier Elementary School
East SF-3-NP Single family residences
West P, Public Undeveloped park

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGNIZATIONS
Austin Neighborhoods Council

Austin Independent School District
Home Builders Association of Greater Austin
Homeless Neighborhood Assn.

Bike Austin

Onion Creek Homeowners Association
South Park Neighbors

Friends of Austin Neighborhoods

Go Austin Vamos! Austin-Dove Springs
Dove Springs Neighborhood Association
Sierra Club, Austin Regional Group
Dove Springs Proud

Dove Springs Neighborhood Association
Del Valle Community Coalition

SEL Texas
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SPC-2017-0051C Onion Creek Metro Park
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REVIEW AND EVALUTATION CRITERA

A. The following evaluation is included to provide staff position on each point of the conditional use
permit criteria. Section 25-5-145 of the Land Development Code states: “The Planning Commission
shall determine whether the proposed development or use of a conditional use site plan complies with
the requirements of this section. A conditional use site plan must:

1. Comply with the requirements of this title;
Staff Response: This site plan complies with all regulations and requirements of the Land
Development Code. The project is not requesting any variances.

2. Comply with the objectives and purposes of the zoning district;
Staff Response: The proposed community park is a conditional use because the zoning is P, public,
however the zoning district allows for civic uses.

3. Have building height, bulk, scale, setback, open space, landscaping, drainage, access, traffic
circulation, and use that is compatible with the use of an abutting site;
Staff Response: The site plan proposes 2 pavilions. Detention and water quality will be provided on
site, as well as parking. The project will comply with all requirements of the Land Development
Code.

4. Provide adequate and convenient off-street parking and loading facilities; and
Staff Response: The site plan will comply with code requirements, using the right of way for
maneuvering is not being requested.

5. Reasonably protect persons and property from erosion, flood, fire, noise, glare, and similar
adverse effects.
Staff Response: The site plan will comply with all requirements of the Land Development Code
including Compatibility Standards, and reasonably protects the health, safety, and welfare of persons

and property.

6. For conditional use located within the East Austin Overlay district, comply with the goals and
objectives of a neighborhood plan adopted by the City Council for the area in which the use is
proposed. Staff response: The proposed project is not located in the East Austin Overlay, or a
neighborhood plan.

C. In addition, a conditional use site plan may not:

7. More adversely affect an adjoining site than would a permitted use;
The park will have no more impact on adjoining properties and will primarily serve the neighborhood
and will be open to the general public.

8. Adversely affect the safety or convenience of vehicular or pedestrian circulation, including
reasonably anticipated traffic and uses in the area; or
Staff Response: The site plan does not adversely affect the safety and convenience of vehicular and

pedestrian circulation.

9. Adbversely affect an adjacent property or traffic control through the location, lighting, or type of
a sign. Staff Response: All signs and lighting will comply with the L.and Development Code.



ltem C-08

T
( NOTES ,
5 )+ SIE G000 FOR XA . STRKOARD STE PLAN 3
2 THESE PGS BY THE CITY OF AUSTN -
":m ONLY, C £ 'y .
"'"“""‘:mm STANDARDS SUCH AS THE 2010 STANDARDS FOR
ACCESSioniTy STAOARDS WS NOT VERNED, TE i
Com Mt} APPUCANT IS RESPONSIBLE wirH 120
3 P _‘E'—-[Wm_] [ | T %
m.m“y i) 3. SLOFCS on ACCLSSIAL ROUTES WA NOT tere z;
% ROUTES MUST HAVE wa
Progand Uaa CREATER THAN 1:50 [ANSI 403.3) E
- A EXTOROR LGHTING WLy BC AL CUT-OF M &
=3 |
S ——" E— ]
] Iﬂﬂ
) mg 8
: E!i. %
Oy Infrsmam: e sl
Lo e
- rhcuiad e e wots o }- T2
CONTAINMENT BAND a4 ! !
= T PHASE 2: / 5y
Cutplowi By [Fiei £ Koo ! Lasplod
QIY OF AUSTH PARK (P} praase §:
-——J“Eﬁ—— _'maﬂl_ 201706137093 G NEW &
STATION, TP
) NG OVERHEAD
OWNER CONTACT INFORMATION: ENG. [CONTACT INFO: sTAL TR
CITY OF AUSRN
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 2711 N HASKELL AVE.(s,
PROJECT MANAGEMEN] DMSION SUITE 3300

505 BARTON SPRINGS "D. 9TH FL. || DALLAS, TEXAS 75204

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78704 REBECCA PITTMAN
ROBIN A CAMP (1) 735-7519
ROBIN.CAMPQAUSTINTEXAS.GOV

ll (512) 974-7830

EITE TABLE_SUMMARY CHART

ToTAL_aAEA oF SiTE 535 AC

TOTA_ AREA Wt _LIATS OF CONSTRUCTION | 30 A
ar

ONION CREEK METRO PARK ~ DEVELOPMENT sPc-2017-0051C |(legl

Q
o
4
[}
Z
@
1%}
g I}
e S
=
153,056 sF 5 -aACO g b z
20070927-026 ] = 5
1.280 SF - S I
0.00005% g gn_
FT. NA
' a o L
BUILDING TABLE SUMMARY DESTRN CROSSWALX 8 3,_
HAR 2o
PARXS AND RECREATION Ll "z'm";é:';'.;g‘:' ® i DUSTING RESIDENTAL DRWEWAY 1 4l
SERVCES (GENERAL) / z g
i =
4’8" (2]
IS 3 :mcatm:lvun ]
SF_PAWLIONS
1,200 SF_TOTAL ){ Ia
ADOIONAL MEASURES 10 IIPROVE CONNECTVITY i =
oPmon 1 PROVIDE AND BICYCLE CONNECTIONS| - / .
TO ADJACENT RESIDENTIAL OEVELOPMENT
& 17> Al wig)
COMMERCAL USE, NO ORWVE-
[ e FACIINES PROVOED ON-SITE iy
5 [ SFraA-CO L EsTING SI0EWALK
. ff 2007927029 /
LEGEND: , ;
- UMTS OF CONSTRUCTION PHASE ¢ MATCH WITH EXFSTING' PAVEMENT
€5 WATER UNE QEEN PLATAREA PHASE 2: .
€% OVERHEAD ELECTRC NEW DRNEWAY COMMICTION ANRE
PROPERTY LUNE zl8 BIg| |2
- — = oMon TRIBUTARY QTY OF AUSTIN PARK (P) ™ i 2|
WATERWAY CEMTERUNE 20170815-095 REMOVED Curens IASE 3 M0 REFLACED Wit £33
—— ——  CRINCAL WATER QUAUTY ———o e PARK ROAD, PIRE LAME, AND A CROSSWALX : f!lig
e —— B S
—— = ——— D PONT BEWEEN s . o
v DOUESIC aATER a0 orRicT 5 i3
& CRINCAL WATER ZOWE BE_ UANTANED BY PARD Es
P p— PHASE 1 ELECTRICAL ENCLOSURE,
i i SEE SHEET L4.12 AWD £1.01 FOR =l
FLOOOPLAN DETARLS N
7 &
— —— —— — PHASE | BOUNDARY

QOMESTIC WATEW
WETCR

Seved By 02589

YA
LAY i w
: 8/17/2017 2:03 PM N

PHASE OME, SECTION ol g 1 & ‘ A
F—= \__NUCKOLS CROSSING RD’ —
giit AUSTN COOOMOHT RANCH PUD - PUBLIC RECLAMIED WATER, SEE SHEETS .
o - Ervan 1 — CU-201_THRY CU-70¢ FOR DETARS
Plot Dote: B/17/2017 2,04 PV Puol By: 02589  Fienarna: N \{A\Dramings |L0.00.0ug




50f 78

ltem C-08

bap- 21035 jenipn ‘1adus ©
_|..y_nﬁ v ZTE PSS Ty
" leuBua Lo Yo Juo i 08 TS ASWIA

e 3LIS ¥vd 1TVN3IA0 s
JNNLIUHIYY IVISONYT S
OHINIEEE) | 01500-£102-0dS ININGOTIAIA — Mavd OMLIW X33WD NOINO Z

Qv0Y ONISSOYD ST0MINN 2598 — NILSAY 40 ALD

o e Pve ssebis

800
| 100% SUBMITTAL [* 3 o1 00

v
w
i
3]
<
(=]
m.o
o X
< o
n <
n =
A3
o F
E o
<
>
=38
€ n
DIT
a3
Lol =
__-r_
3
=3
= o
A=
£ ow
g %
e 3
-2 a
p}
I o
& 2
=
3 2
pu J

SUSZ0 A8 pRDS  Md B2TE L102/91/F PSS 1
690 1D OND\ SbinaE TV YIV'N ‘suusE)
U3} SmY) $0°02 Y Qvav

Fiarome: NILA| Oranmge| CHO.0) deg

Piot Dole: 8/18,/3017 729 PU_ Pt By 02589



ltem C-08

JMUBITY GARDEN
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ON 5K METROPOLITAN PARK
ASTER PLAN REPORT 2015
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ONION CREEK METROPOLITAN PARK
MASTER PLAN REPORT 2015

TEAM: AUSTIN PARKS
FOUNDATION

o

BRG |
swa

adisa®

ONION CREEK METROPGLITAN PARK
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PROJECT BACKGROUND
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BACKGROUND
Onion Creek Metropalitan Park

The Onion Creek Metro Park is 555-acres of parkland
located in southeast Travis County, along 2.5 miles

of Onion Creek. The city-awned park is relatively flat,
wooded and sits undevetoped. The 180-acre Onion Creek
Greenbelt is narth of the Onion Creek, which is 78 miles
in length. The Onion Creek Matro Park was purchased by
the City of Austin in the late 1890s, making it the largest
city-owned park in Austin. Nearly 15 years later, a new
special district creates a funding source and opportunity
for long-term, ongoing maintenance to be used to build
and maintain the parkland.

Answering the question, “What can OCMP become?” is
tha central focus of the Onion Creek Metro Park Master
Plan. Based on input from residents, community
leaders and city planners, a master plan was developed
for the 555-acre regional park. The master planning
process was conducted in two phases and took into
account input from nearby residents, as well as the
general public.

PHASE 1 - Vision Plan : Presents the framework and goals
of the project.

PHASE 2 - Master Plan : Presents the site program,
layout and character of the project

The Following Master Plan Report:

-Provides a site inventory and analysis of
environmental opportunities and constraints.

-Compares projects of similar size, context, and user
demographics.

-Establishes park character relative to ecology, historic
and cultural significance, anticipated users, economics,
and long term maintenance.

-Informed a master plan where planners incorporated

Passive, Active, and Cultural) provide a spectrum for

highly developed design solutions for | pe types,
activities, and programming needs, relative to site
specific form, function, cost, and phasing.

Austinites were asked to think about what they would
like to see in the park over the next 20 years. They were
also asked to place a value ranking on

Environmental Sustainability
Access to Natural Open Spaces
Community Connections

Regl| Park and Trail C t
Culture Based Programs
Education Opportunities

~pnooe

In addrtion to public input, ecology has a'so played an
important role in the search for an identity for the park.
Onion Creek Metro Park is located in the Southeastern
part of Austin, an area rapidly growing and developing
to meet the city’s housing d ds. The site p

555 acres in a 181,106 acre watershed along 2.5 miles
of Onian Creek. Over half the site is located in the
fioodplain, Water is a key organizational strategy of the
project.

The changes in topography and soil types across the
site support a varisty of ecological communities such
as loamy bottomland forest and oak savannahs. Moving
farward, the goal will be to assess and amend the
health of these unique vegetation communities through
management.

The vision plan was informed in part by input from the
public mesting and site analysis infarmation collected
during the investigation. The vision plan is sensitive
to existing conditions on site and projects potential
character typologies. The four typologies (Natural,

in the park.

inter
Interventions in the park include ideas for:

. Improvements to open spaces and the
Onlon Creek riparian corridor.

. Accessible trails for walking, running,

. Existing dog park

. Existing equestrian activities

. Play fields

. Areas in the park for gatherings.

. Recreation or multi-entertainment facilities

. Exercise areas

. Educational opportunities

Onion Creek Metro Park will be a park of multi-faceted
character. It will meet the needs of a regional
population as well as a local population. These park
users will have the ability to participate and engage

in a variety of activities that are both planned and
spontaneous. The cross-section of activities and spaces
within the park will represent the cross-section of the
people who will use this park. There will be something to
do ranging from observation of nature and leisure time
to more active moments and cultural events. The vision
for Onion Creek Metropolitan Park is one of inclusivity
for all ages, abilities, social economic statuses and
variety of interests.

The Austin Parks Foundation led the planning process

in callaboration with the City of Austin Parks and
Recreation Department. The Master Plan was completed
in the summer of 2015.

12 of 78

PROJECT BACKGROUI
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TIMELINE

FEB 12, 2014: PROJECT KICK-OFF + SITE ANALYSIS COMPLETED
MAR 04, 2014: VISIONING WORKSHOP, MENDEZ MIDDLE SCHOOL

VISION PLAN REPORT
OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS WORKSHOP, BLAZIER ELEMENTARY
' SCENARIOS WORKSHOP, BLAZIER ELEMENTARY
PRESENTATION OF FINAL DRAFT PLAN, WIDEN ELEMENTARY
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL BY PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD

OPEN SPACE, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

PUBLIC OUTREACH
PUBLIC QUTREACH
PUBLIC OUTREACH
PUBLIC OUTREACH

_ FINAL MASTER PLAN PRESENATION TO COUNCIL + FINAL REPORT
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SCOPE OF WORK

STAGE 1.0 SITE ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH

STAGE 2.0 VISIONING WORKSHOP

STAGE 3.0 VISION PLAN

STAGE 4.0 OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS WORKSHOP

STAGE 5.0 PARK PROGRAMMING AND FRAMEWORK PLAN ALTERNATIVES

STAGE 6.0 SCENARIOS WORKSHOP

STAGE 7.0 PRELIMINARY MASTER PLAN

STAGE 8.0 FINAL DRAFT PLAN PRESENATION
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GREEN CORRIDORS

Onion Creek Metropalitan Park is 550 acres of parkland
located in Southeast Austin in an area projected to
grow rapidly by 2039. The design team's scope of work
included providing a Vision Plan, Framework Plan and
finally a Master Pian that incorporated a variety of
stakeholders’ needs and desires

One of the mast defining challenges/opportunities the
design team faced when shaping the project was the
need to balance the existing neighborhcod’s daily use of
the park and desire to keep the land [argely undeveloped
with the imminent need to re-imagine the land as a
regional park serving a greater population yet to come.

Goodnight, is a special district south of the park
expected to add over 3,533 households to the area
adjacent to the sitev.
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Local Park Precedents
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End to End Distance

72%
410 ACRES

Area Breakdown

Creekside Access
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

Onion Creek Metropolitan Park also sits as a significant
connection east to west along the Gnion Creek
Greenbelt, stitching into the Onion Creek Soccar Complex
and McKinney Falls State Park.

Directly adjacent to the park sit three elementary
schools. The park is an excellent oppartunity to provide
educational and athletic opporunities to these children.

Situated across the west side of the park are a series
of horse farms. These equestrians currently use the on
a regular basis. This existing program was incarporated
into the master plan for the park after input from this
set of stakehalders.

SITE CONTEXT
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Regulatory Constraints
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Acres of Park in the Floodplain

Onion Creek Watershed
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FLOODPLAIN + CONSTRAINTS

FLOODPLAIN DEFINITION

Depending on how much rain there's been, Austin's
creeks may be bone dry, gently flowing with water or a
raging torrent. The floodplain is the area of land that is
likely to be under water when the cresk rushes over its
banks. In a sense, the floodplain is the full extension of
the creek.

The 100-year floadplain is the land that is predicted to
flood during a 100-year storm, which has a 1% chance of
occurring in any given year. You may also hear the 100-
year flocdplain calted the 1% annual chance floodplain

or base fiood. Areas within the 100-year foodplain may
ficod in much smaller storms as well. The 100-year
fioodplain is used by FEMA to administer the federal flood
insurance program and the City of Austin to regulate
development.

One of the things we have addressed in our public
meetings is the misconception that this park will solve
ficoding problems in the area. As the diagram on the
left shows, this park is a small portion of 3 much larger
watershed with far more complex water management
issues. The masterplan does however, take the approach
that this effort should be viewed as a demonstration
project for how to Incorporate green infrastructure and
Low Impact Development techniques into public parks
s an educational and interpretive feature. Low Impact
Development strategies include, native landscape
plantings that can filter and treat the first flush of
stormwater run off as well as the use of permeable
materials in place of traditional hardscape surfaces.

Additionally, the US Army Corps of Engineers is currently

in the process of designing and building adjacent park
facilities to the north of aur site as a separate project.

SITE ANALYSIS 2
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Landform Pattern Canopy and Open Field Pattern

TOPOGRAPHY VEGETATION PATTERNS

COMMUNITY: What type of plant community is
SLOPE: How quickly does the elevation change?

e, Ty .S N

ASPECT: Which direction does the slope face? - BPECIES COMPOSITION: What type of species are
o I growing in a given area
- ¥ F %NS
DRAINAGE: Where does the water How? e ¢
COVERAGE: How muich of the ground is covered in | £5E %
vegstation B33 3

DEMSBITY; How far apart ara plants growing from = # m ”

each other
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ECOLOGY

The ecological site analysi: ducted by the design team
provided the framework on which many of the decisions
regarding character, program and access were made. New
program is concentrated in areas with low ecological value
and easy access with respect to existing topagraphic
conditions. Aproximataly 85% of the site is devoted to
rastoration and cansarvation of ecosystem sarvicas,
Currantly, the geomorphology of the site suppoarts four
major ecological communities.

UPLAND FOREST ists of a hardwood canopy g
greater than 40X. Understory consists of shrubs such as
Mexican Buckaya and cool season grasses such as Taxas
Wintergrass and Cedar Sedge. Shade laving vegetation
like Infand Sea Oats will also find their niche in this
community.

RIPARIAN FOREST structures itself around water. Mature
Bald Cypress trees can be found dotting the banks of the
craek as wall as forb spacies such as Phlox and Chervil.
These areas are appartunities to do restoration and low
impact development as wall as provide oppartunities for
education and sngagement with the water.

EPHEMERAL WETLANDS occur adjacent to this community
where topography allows water to pool after large rain
avants.

PRAIRIE is present where there are deeper soils that
provide the depth midg such as silvarbl and
Side Oats Grama thrive in. Also present in this community
are annual wildflowers such as Indian Blanket, Horsemint,
and Black-Eyed Susan. Hardwood canopy cover is less
than 15% The ure of this ity provid:

habitat for several of the species that migrats through
central Texas. SAVANNAH occurs where is typically
betwsen 15-30% hardwood canopy coverage and an
understory comprised of short to mid grasses and forbs.

Historically, landuse patterns on the site included
agricultural practices and mining activitiss. These have
rasulted in HIGHLY IMPACTED AREAS and FALLOW LANDS
which produce very little interms of ecasystem services
but offer apportunity for program,

SITE ANALYSIS
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08U TRICS

AMPHITHEATER s VISION PLAN ANALYSIS

OPEN-AIR MARKETS pEnrgoRannoouGoEonn-pnong
e e 'z unlasm-uunu nnnnununannuua 5
> ASS| s
BOTANIC GARDERS !nuunnu:}"cimu i ﬁ.ﬁ?"“ﬁm gn?m!«ve #SMAmm CULT LURAL Both the ecological study and the rasylts from the public
L4 Lol iy o el i = g survey informed the zoning of the vision plan. Areas that
| - S—— COMMUMNITY GARDENS  8ROUP PAVILION 17 eack e IRAER oy were performing at a healthy ecological function should
BASIETAIL d Horted
OBSERVATION TOWER s SOCCER &gﬁ:ﬁz . :ﬂw;-:_g-:ﬂ '."-:i‘:f:?l?" be preserved and engaged with prog inthe
. -
EVENT LAWN :T;HIC SHELTERS  vaummuu om0 sy SaE A Nl NATURAL + PASSIVE categories. Areas with poor
TRALITIONAL PLATERGERD " M
ARt msm_!..fnouf sran i TOVESTRN CANP E:é‘é,’l‘g"u‘:g" E:.:"é.’ﬂ"’u“ ::"xﬁ“'."c"m ecological performance can be enhanced with ACTIVE
- v e FCUANAL BERARIAUTE SRUM B daarrae’ T
EQUESTRIAN TRAIL Yooa 7 ml:?: PARY BRTAALE IRHICT At xg:mm :ni“ag + CUL URAL programs.
HAMMOCK GIIUVE . PICNIC LAWK 5 Elmﬁ:ﬁm Sinavron . Considerable amount of vocal support at the VISIONING
e EAT LAWN | oo et S WORKSHQP related to nature and passive program with
T roml Ml: GAGYE | | NATURE PLAYGROUND ™™ Fepro e 2 large desire to keep the park as natural as possible,
BIOSWALE Biwt ¥ i o
DISC GOLF peiionc n particularly the core of the site along the creek.
NATURE TRAIL wmommg | = fenncecic L
: - | ADVEHTURE FOREST ﬁi"- The Vision Plan illustrates a large percentage of the site
WILBLIFE HABITAT a0 carso RECREATION LAKE aeusaLs e d to NATURAL buffered by PASSIVE with
PANBI SISTOMIGY (00 14N SARTIBALL . ) b S
ECO-RESTORATION ; CREET BEACH the goal being to preserve the area of the site with
” the most sensitivity and highest output of ecosystem
Program Thermometer Program Options services. These areas relate directly to their relationship
to Onion Creek and the tributary streams that How into
it.

ACTIVE program was distributed in areas with the most
potential to make neighborhood cannections or in areas
where the previous land use impaired the site’s ability to

m nuf“ ’ um m “ ' . P be a healthy, self-regulating ecosystem.

CULTURAL nodes ware woven into areas of passive

_
;_-?& recreation mostly kept out of the fioodplain.

-E Floodplain analysis played an important role in the
L investigation of program possibilities as more than 50%
of the site is within the 100- YR Floadplain, constraining
the development. Programs that could be designed to
survive temporary fiooded conditions such as great
lawns, amphiteathers and adventure forests were
[ == ] proposed within the plain. Structures and activities
—— such as the nature center and community event center
| were proposed in areas of high ground, outside of the
fioodplain,

Program Character Program Preferences
VISION PLAN ANALYSIS
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FRAMEWORK PLAN

The purpose of the Framework Plan is to identify and
devetop the specific programmatic elaments and general
areas that will be incorporated into the more detailed
Master Plan design of the park.

The team developed the Framework alternatives for the
Master Plan based on site analysis including ecological
studies, existing uses and input collected from the first
public mesting as well as the online survey posted on the
City of Austin's website.

This document suggests the character of the uses on

site as well as a general [ocation and aproximate size of
space required for each.

FRAMEWORK PLAN ANALYSIS
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35 EQUESTRIAN FACILITY

36 PRAINIE RESTORATION

37 PICNIC MEADOW
38 TOPOGRAPHIC RIBBON TRAILHEAD
39 PARKOUR/ SKATEPARK

40 01SC GOLF

41 L0W WATER CROSSING

42 BIRD BUNDS

U, T B 43 OPEN LAWN

B, VO a 44 EXISTING OFF LEASH DOG AREA
R e 45 EXISTING FAMILY PLAYGROUNO
et " 4B OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

- sy dosp 47 MODEL AIRPLANE FIELD®
qr Torsotannc uasaTI 48 ALTERNATIVE EQUESTRIAN TRAIL®

BLUFF SPRINGS RD.

"’“"‘:"",.'- P PARKING

R REGTROOM
E ENTRY MONUMENT

[ S

GLAZIER
¢ ELEMENTARY

Master Plan



ltem C-08

|7 NATURE FOR PEOPLE

[ HATURE CONSERVATION
NATURE FOR EDUCATION

[l AcwiTtes For ALL

[ GROUNDS FOR GATHERING

[ LawNs FOR LOUNGING

PICHIC WEADOWS
£ STORATION
HORSE TRATS « NATURE FATHS R

MATURE CEUTER

PLAYFIELDS

4 TRALHEAD

con: ATICH
Bl v o)

Program Diagram

32 of 78

MASTER PLAN

The site is a patchwork matrix of significant ecological
communities, incfuding Uptand Forest complex, Prairie
S h, Riparian Woodland and Eph | Wetlands
which sit atop swirling and swoaping topography. The
different ecologies of the park unfold along a ribbon like
pathway - “The Topographic Ribbon” - that follows the
bends and folds of the landscape, weaving the visitor
thraugh a rich tapestry of ecological and programmatic
characters.

Along the Topographic Ribbon, park users are introduced
to a variety of activities, and spaces. The range of
programs incorporated into the final Master Plan

include areas for active recreation, nature based play,
community events, unique sports such as parkour and
nature education. The programs take advantage of the
site’s wide range of character and are situated so that
they have the least impact possible on valuable habitat
lands and restore use to areas that have been allowed to
go fallow and become over grown with invasive species.

Over 50% of the park is in the floodplain, along a volatile
creek with development restrictions. The Master Plan
took a vary light touch approach to these areas, laying
out a trail system that allows the visitor to engage the
sensitive watland habitat without compromising its
integrity.

Additionally, extensive rain gardens are featured around
areas with high program, intended to catch water from
parking lots and hardscape to be cleaned before being
slowly refeased back into the watershed.

MASTER PLAN




ltem C-08 33 of 78

TOPOGRAPHY VEGETATION PATTI TOPOGRAPHIC RIBBON

FROM GENTLY SLOPING PLAINS TO STEEP RIDGES THE SITE HAS A WIDE SPECTRUM GF EXISTING THE DIFFERENT ECOLOGIES OF THE PARX
DROPPING SEVERAL FEET, THE TOPOGRAPHY OF ECOLOGIES RANGING FROM RIPARIAN FOREST TO UNFGLD ALONG A RIBBON-LIKE PATHWAY THAT
THE SITE PROVIDES THE FOUNDATION FOR A OAK SAVANNAH, OVER HALF THE SITE IS SHADED FOLLOWS THE BENDS AND FOLOS OF THE
DIVERSE COMMUNITIES OF VEGETATION AND UNDERNEATH TREE COVER. TOPOGRAPHY AND FOREST, WEAVING THE
HABITAT.

VISITOR THROUGH A RICH TAPESTRY OF
ECOLOGICAL AND PROGRAMMATIC CHARACTERS.,
ALONG THIS PATH, PARK USERS ARE
INTRODUTED TO A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES AND
SPACES.
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DESIGN PROCESS

In the tradition of landscape analysis that has it's
roats with lan McCarg and the seminal text “Design
with Nature,” the Onion Creek Metro Park design
pracess uses a technique of layering site analysis to
reveal overlapping patterns that pair with functional
programing needs.

The Master Plan is a design where opportunities arise
from site constraints and challenges in that the existing
conditions of the site set the tone for where change
should occur and where conservation should be a
priority.

The conservation approach was supported by public
input and feedback as well as the project team site
field surveys. Many of the existing park visitors use the
trails, topography and vegetation patterns to orient
themselves on the site and identify those as markers of
a “beautiful” park.

The design of the park negotiates between the different
desires of the stakeholder groups involved as well as the
needs of the environment.

Some areas of landscape have the potential to become
a vibrant and healthy, self regulating system with little
intervention. Other areas are prime for re-imagination
of use as they are ly in states of degredation or
have existing or future user conflicts. The layering of the
this analysis set up the k for the prog ic
and circulation strategies of the design, resulting in a
palette of unique gical and active ch 5.

TOPOGRAPHIC RIBBON
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The diveraity In grasslands provides necessary
slements to many apeciss which s considered
vuinerabla becausa of habltat loga such

a3 the Monarch Buttsrfiy that nesds

HABITAT DIVERSITY

WATER CLEANSING
Warm season grasses can be Lised to treat water

o

(Grasalands can yield approximately 100,000 gallons

INFILTRATION + RECHARGE

o

run-off and remove patiution. Bwitchgrass, Yellow indisn

per aora of water recharge over the course ot 8

Grass and Meximiian Sunficwer have the capacity to

year. This [ equal to tha amount of water the aversge
Austing usag in that same year. By incrassing tha

remove aprozimately T kilograms of solids for every

1o suivive

In Onfon Creek

Metro Park con remove aproxdmately 370 'kllogrnma

of sallds. or almest half & ton,

heotare. The

the

inthe park to

amount of

» the site’s potential for water recharge has

increased to approximately 8.25 milllon gallons of

water or squivalant to 82.5 Austinites,
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EXISTING ECOLOGY

FUNCTION

HIGH FUNCTION: high level of bio-diversity,
little to no invasive species, no damage from
previous land-use, able to produce ecosystem
services.

| MODERATE FUNCTION: some level of

bia-diversity, some coverage of invasive

pecies, litle damage from previous land-use,
able to produce some acosystem services but
not alt

IMPARIED FUNCTION: little bio-diversity, high
level of invasive species coverage, damage
from previous land-use, little ability to
produce ecosystem services

o
(0]

FUNCTION

000

000

INDICATORS

BI0-DIVERSITY: number of different species
present in community

INVASIVE SPECIES COUNT: coverage of coo
gressive not native species d ing
bio-diversity
HISTORIC LAND-USE PATTERNS: impact of
pravious land management
(& {:‘g

WATER QUALITY: ability to improve water
quality through remediation and re-charge
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550 ACRES

w7

HIGHLY IMPACTED COMDITIONS

S
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25% ez
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RESTORATION
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METRICS

Ecosystem Services are a product of healthy
relationships in the environment which produce vital
resources such as clean air, clean water, habitat and
climate regulation.

The interactions that produce these ecosystem services
include, nutrient exchange between soil and plant roots,
water cleaning through phyt dtation that takes
place between water and plant biomass as well as air
quality improvements that happen on a celluar leve!
between plants and the atmosphere.

in order for these process to improve function, certain
bio-physical conditions must exist. For example, ample
getati ge is y to not only prevent
erosion, but to keep i species from izing. A
primary goal of this Master Plan is to improve the water
quality of stormwater re-entering Onion Creek.

The Onion Creek Master Plan improves water quality by
restoring the historic prairie savannah communities
once present on site. This particular community has
the potential to filter aproximately 100,000 galions of
water per acre, over the course of a year. By increasing
the coverage of praires and meadows on site, the site’s
pacity for recharge will i by approxi ly 8.25
miliion additional gallons per year.

SITE METRICS pgids
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live osk | codar elm | pecan 1 hackberry |
red oak | white oak | bur osk
»65% tree cover

RIPARIAN FOREST
cottonwood | baid cypeess
pecan | white oak
>65X tree cover
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silver biuestam Imdunhhﬂin | wintergrass
side oats gramma | black-eyed susan
<30X tree cover

ACTIVE HATURE

lawns | play fiekds | gardens | plazas
<25% troe cover

WEILAND CORSERVATION
ephsmoral wetland | specis! communities
30%->65% tree cover

EM- FILTRATION GARDEN
switchgrass | sunflowers | sids cats gramma
=15X trea cover

Landscape Ecologies
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MASTER PLAN ECOLOGY

EPHEMERAL WETLAND:
Area that is periodically full of water

WAURE HARIOX0 OVER- STORY SHATE TRELY « ICONT MANTIED .
G RFirg Ay and supports unique plant
communities such as ferns and
other species that can survive in
both wet and dry conditions.
UPLAND FOREST ACTIVE NATURE RIPARIAN:
MATURE ARDIWO00 OYER-STCRY WTURE KARTWO90 SPECINERE Area that is found on the banks of a
A AR o gy e o et water body with typically moist soils
HEARACIOUS VTR FICRY i WHDAOWER NIX
Tt _3" _ RESTORATION:
Cage Actively introducing management
{” ! and maintenance cycles to
! ; regenerate natural processes in a
f oS landscape that was previously not
SAVANNAH functioning
B L TS CONSERVATION:
AFTER L1SGE Rad E7EKTS s Actively protecting a portion of the
e e landscape that is functioning well
without intervention
BIO-FILTRATION:
T it CA TR b = Removing chemicals, toxins and
R e e o L S B e solids from storm water through
BIO-FILTRATION GARDEN plant filtration

Ecology Character Sections

ECOLOGY
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Onion Creek Metropolitan Park
Amenities for Local Schools

i) Outdoor Classroom

2) Nature Conter with Library

o Interpretive Learning Stations

L) Obaervation Tower

@ Community Gorden

6] Equestrian Center
ACTIVE/RECREATIONAL

@) Skete Park + Parkour

€) Disc Golf

€ totuse Based Playground/ Adventure Forest

Q Fiayfields

€ Mutti-Ags Fitness Stations

o Traditional Playground

O muuEaD
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TARGETED USERS

Part of the goal in the Master Plan is to appeal to a wide
variety of users. South Austin is a diverse population
spanning a variety of age groups and family models.

The spectrum of programs in the park aflow for users of
all ages to enjoy the rich natural setting in a variety of
ways regardless of physical ability.

Program such as adventure play can be tailored to
multipe age groups by designing structures that
i in ity as targeted age groups advance.

Piay and active recreation is an important component of
the park as the Master Plan focuses not anly on healthy
ecosystems but healthy lifestyles as well, Fitness station
and miles of trails work camplement the community
garden as a marker of heaith and weliness appreciation
in the park.

Public engagement played an important role in sorting
out the mix by giving voice to the wide slice of the
community that is actively engaged in the planning

of Onion Creek Metro Park. The audience ranged from
neighbors to the park within walking distance to users
from the larger Austin metroplex. This park negotiates its
identity b being a ity/neighborhoad park
and being a regional park for the larger area.

TARGET DEMOGRAPHICS
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Park Road at Parking

Pedestrian Bridge Crossing
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CIRCULATION

Park circulation has been planned to meet a variety
of functiona! needs and user abilities throughout
the extents of the park. Alignments follow existing
topographic to minimize grading impacts, preserve
highly valued ion, and effectively g
stormwater.

The site’s primary vehicular circulation route occurs
'\ to the south of the sita close to Nuckols Crossing and
i Vertex. The park road links more highly programmed
uses from east to west. Major entries are planned to
eore . oceur off Saft Springs Road and Nuckels Crossing while
long term planning includes a third major entry off an
improved Grelle Lane. The park road will link intermittent
parking lots, afford some parallel parking opportunities,
and dat i ions for the more

active areas.

A system of multi-use trails will lightly thread through
the park. The primary pedestrian circulation route

will be the Topographic Ribbon which moves users
through a series and natural and active spaces along

an east/west transect. North/south circulation will
occur along a primary trail that will link the southern
community space, existing Onion Creek Greenbelt, and
northern reaches of the site along William Cannon.

Both the Topegraphic Ribbon and Primary Trall will be
wide decomposed granite paths with concrete bands.
Separate sarthen horse trails will ariginate at existing
and newly proposed equestrian facilities to the west
and run parallel to the north/south primary trail allowing
horse riding to extend beyond the park boundaries.
Current plans date an und ing at William
Cannon to facilitate desired riding connections further
downstream. A series of soft surface nature trails are
planned primarily along existing trails and will afford an
immersive experience within the more isolated natural
areas of the park.

Main Entry Character

CIRCULATION pg 41
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BSHADE TREES
AL PARK, BENCH
EXRTING YEGETATION
EDOE MAMTENANCE 20KE COHCRETE FOOTIRG + PAD FOR ADA

DECOMPOSED GRANTTE WITH BINDER COMPLUANT WHEELCHAR BPACE

2 COKC, CURB
OECOMPOSED GRANTTE WATH BINDER
FILTER FABRIC » ORAVEL BASE

5 B R e e K s

s 3 TR . + 4
MAINTAINED  CONC, TRAL CONC.  MAINTAINED ACTWEZONE ~ SEADNG  CONC. TRAL CONC,  ACTIVE ZOHE
TRAIL EDGE BAND BAND  TRAIL EDGE AREA QKD BAND

TOPOGRAPHIC RIBBON TRAIL, TYP. K" =7-0" PRIMARY CIRCULATION, TYR. WITH BENCH %" =1'-0"
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SECONDARY CIRCULATION, TYP. WITH SIGNAGE %" =1'-0" TERTIARY CIRCULATION, TYP. X" =1"-0"

IRCULATION SECTIONS pg 43
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A. COMMUNITY AREA D. NATURE CENTER

E. PLAYFIELDS

8. PICNIC MEADOW

C. HERITAGE LAWN F. CREEK TO WETLAND ]
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ENLARGEMENTS + CHARACTER

HEART OF THE PARK

In the design of the Master Plan, certain areas developed
as key programatic nodes with unique characters. To

the west portion of the site off of Bluff Springs Rd., the
opportunity to enh a well lished

display revealed itseif as the ideal place to picnic in
nature.

At the center of the park, an exisitng savannah in a
toopographic bowl bounded by both upland and riparian
forest created the ideal nexus for a nature center
focused on education.

Just to the east of the nature center is another pocket
protected by ridgelines cverlooking a creek tributary
and the ephemeral wetlands, a focus point of the site's
natural heritage.

Adjacent to the natural heritage point is the heart of the
park where a grand lawn is ringed by botanic gardens
and a bio-swale garden. This spot is meant to be a
passive and relaxing social space.

The part of the site closest to Blazer Elementary
presented itself as the ideal spot for family play and
open fields for sports or exercise. Part of the reason it is
so ideal is that the area is relatively sasy to access from
existing and planned neighborhoods without disturbing
more sensitive ecological communities.

CHARACTER
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Community Area at Nuckols Crossing
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WATER QUALITY GARDEN
[ PARKWAY
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L5
- PLASIELTS
“JOGGING TRAIL

Playfields and Family Play at Vertex and Nuckols Crossing
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- EXISTING PARKING
TOPOGRAPHIC RIBBON TRAIL

PICNIC PAVILION |
WILDFI.DyER_' MEADO'

b

ol -I )

West Picnic Meadow at Bluff Springs
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[Aededadeb® RIPARIAN FOREST

------ CRITICAL WATER QUALITY ZONE

----- TOPOGRAPHIC RIBBON
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Natural Heritage Point

ENLARGEMENTS
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HABITAT STATIONS §
P r GO Y,
NS AITOPOGRAPHIC RIBBON TRAIL

4 PICNIC AREA
e £

AMPHITHEATER

NATURE CENTER

Nature Center
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CHARACTER
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Active Adventure Play at Pleasant Valley
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INITIAL IMPROVEMENTS

Originally purchased by the City of Austin in 2000 with
1898 Parkland Acquisition Bonds, the Onion Creek Metro
Park is 555-acres of parkland with 180 acres baing part
of the Onion Creek Greenbeit. Buring the 83rd Legislative
Sassion, the Texas Lagisl, created a Municipal
Management District to provide ongoing funding for the
Onion Creak Metra Park District through fees charged

to h 5 in the adj Goodnight Ranch
community.

in 2014, Austin City Council approved a Consent
Agreement between the City of Austin, the Onion

Creek Metro Park District and the Austin Goodnight Ranch
LP.

The next steps of the Onion Creek Master Plan include
Phase | Park Development of the engineering and permit
drawings, submittal of the Phase | Site Plan, contracting
and bidding, and completion of construction of Phase |
by 2017 per the Consent Agreement.

The initial improvements will include 30 acres aof
irrigated landscape and 20 acres of un-irrigated cleared
landscape as well as site access and 50 parking spaces.

Initial Park Improvements
INITIAL IMPROVEMENTS pg 59
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LEVEL 4 MAINTENANCE

WEEKLY TURF CARE

IRRIGATION INSPECTION

DAILY PLAYGROUND + AMENITIES INSPECTION
DAILY RESTROOM CLEANING

DAILY TRASH REMOVAL

WEEKLY RAKING

WEEKLY PRUNING

BI-WEEKLY TURF CARE

IRRIGATION INSPECTION

DAILY PLAYGROUND + AMENITIES INSPECTION
DAILY RESTROOM CLEANING

DAILY TRASH REMOVAL

BI-WEEKLY RAKING

BI-WEEKLY PRUNING

MONTHLY TRASH INSPECTION
MONTHLY WEED CONTROL
MONTHLY PARK ELEMENT INSPECTION
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MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES

The proposed g gi ce the
City of Austin’s Parks and Recreation Department
Maintenance Standards and Levels of Care Document.

The logic behind the strategies concentrates the most
intense Level 1 sfforts in the areas with active and
cultural programs that could potentially experience
periods of high traffic.

Level 2 efforts are focused in areas not daesigned for
large gatherings or events but still anticipated high use
numbers, particularly in terms of trails and shelters.

Since a large portion of the park is devoted to nature
conservation and enhancement, these areas should be
maintained and managed in a matter that allows the
restored ecological system to b self-regulating.
Periodic maintenance in the form of pest managemant
and invasive species control will be the most critical.
Level 4 maintenancs is proposed in these areas.

MANAGEMENT
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT PROCESS
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Group Presentation
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PUBLIC MEETING #1

Public Meeting #1:
Visloning Workshop, Mar. 2014

The goal of this workshop was to introduce the project
design team, outline the upcoming master planning
pracess, discuss potential park opportunities and
canstraints, present similar park case studies, and
solicit public feedback.

A group presentation and project display boards were
used to display background information and meeting
participants were provided access to paper and digital
surveys that were compiled post meeting.
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PUBLIC MEETING #1
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Group Presentation
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Meeting Boards
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PUBLIC MEETING #2

Public Meeting #2
Opportunities and Constraints, Sept. 2014

The project team presented initial public survey
feedback, di d site analysis, showed zoning
diagrams for potential park programming, and solicited
public feedback.

A presentation and project display boards were used to
display backg! d information. Meeting participant
were provided access to paper and digital surveys that
included content from the previous survey as well as
additional questions generated from previous public
comments.

PUBLIC MEETING #2
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Break-out Groups
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Meeting Boards
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PUBLIC MEETING #3

Public Meeting #3 .
Scenarios Workshop, Dec. 2014

The project team discussed the results of the previous
meeting and surveys and then engaged workshop
particip in group di ions at three stations
engaging directly with the principal design team.

€ach station included an interactive Framework Plan
serving as the basis for discussion. Community
outreach assistants facilitated conversations and
recorded all comments.

PUBLIC MEETING #3
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JORKOUT STATIONS
JROUP PAVILION

!
21 BHARED BRIDGE CROSSING
22 NATURE CENTER
23 AMPHITHEATER
24 HABITAT STRUCTURES
25 ICONIC PRAIRIE
26 PICNIC GROVE
27 PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE CROSSING
28 COMMUNITY/EVENT SPACE
29PAZA
30 PORCH SWING GROVE
31 STREAM OVERLOOK
32 GROUP PAVILION
33 WORKOUT STATIONS
34 FAMILY PLAYGROUND
35 EQUESTRIAN FACILITY
38 PRAIRIE RESTORATION
37 PICNIC MEADOW
38 TOPOGRAPHIC RIBBON TRAILHEAD
39 PARKOUR/ SKATEPARK
40 DISC GOLF
4110W WATER CROBSING
42 BIRD BLINDS
43 0PEN LAWN
44 EXISTING OFF LEASH DOG AREA
45 EXISTING FAMILY PLAYGROUND
46 DUTDDOR CLASSROOM
47 MODEL AIRPLANE FIELD®
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PUBLIC MEETING #4

Public Meeting #4
Final Draft Master Ptan, May 2015

The project team ized the planning p ¢
feedbach ived from previ ings, and

p plans, perspecti and diag illustrating
the Draft Master Plan. Comments from participants
were recorded by project team members and next steps
towards implementation were outlined
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Meeting Boards

PUBLIC MEETING #4
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PARK IDEA PREFERENCES
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Public Survey #1 Summary
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PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS

These images are graphic representations of the data
llected at the public ing: bined with online

survey results.

PUBLIC SURVEY
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Public Survey #2 Summary
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“Reserving land for a future Community Center would
ba benaficial for the tremendous growth that would be
happening in the area”

“Multi-use for diverse population...”

“It is well thought out and works to meet the

needs of many park pstrons. it uses
“The high prefaronce for natural, passivo and activ {and that would otherwise be vacant”

activities in the public Input. It was good to see that
rafiected in tha plan with developed areas naar roads L -
and natural arvas by the cresk” “Want a quite place to meditate,

dream and enjoy nature with lots of

“The park should remain as NATURAL benches
as possible...” PUBLIC SURVEY #3 RESULTS

Public Survey #3 Summary

PUBLIC SURVEY






